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HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!
Elks Of The World
Oratorical Contest

Fired Up, Ready To Go

By HOLLy KeSteNiS
SpeCiaL tO tHe
CHaLLeNGer

First place winner Kenya Moore
stands proudly with her parents.

Staff Writer
CLearWater – the sky
was dark as buckets of rain
poured down on the elks of the
World regional four education
and Oratorical contest last
Saturday, June 23. Despite the
wet conditions outside, inside
sprits weren’t dampened.
the La Quinta inn’s conference room, located at 21338
U.S. 19, was filled with lodge
members from North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia and
florida all there to hear four of
their brightest young members
compete on the regional level.
each contestant had to
choose one topic out of five that
a committee selected for them.
theses topics had to be
researched and formed into a
memorized speech no longer
than 10 minutes, but no shorter
than six.
the process to get where the
contestants were last Saturday
was not a short one.
each region within the elks
organization has a certain

amount of states in it. to get to
the regional level, one must
compete and win in the local,
district and state levels.
all contestants had to use
the same salutation: “Mr.
Director, Mrs. Directress,
honorable judges, ladies and
gentlemen. i have chosen for my
topic…”
the first contestant, Kenya
Moore, representing florida
chose for her topic: “What are
the effects of the economy and
the job market on today’s youth
and their decision to obtain
higher education.”
Contestant number two, and
only male in the competition,
Darryl Hamilton Jr., representing North Carolina chose the
same topic as contestant number
one.
th e thir d co n tes tant,
Shannen Hinds, representing
Georgia chose the topic: “is
racism dead in american
s ociety ?” a n d co n tes tan t

ORATORICAL
continued on pg. 2

taMpa - Chants of four
more years were rampant inside
Hillsborough Community College
in tampa as nearly 3,000 supporters crammed inside its walls
on friday to welcome president
Barack Obama.
Like a concert, adoring fans
screamed, yelled, and cheered as
president Obama took to the
stage, a crowd of boisterous supporters, all fired up and ready to
go. the president arrived in
tampa after meeting with patrons
in Orlando as part of his 2012
Campaign tour and didn’t waste
time mincing words before
getting down to the business at
hand.
“for the past twenty years
we’ve been battling our way back
from the worst economic crisis
since the great depression,”
Obama said. “Not only are we
digging out of a hole that’s nine
million jobs deep, we’re digging
out of an entire decade where
middle class families fell further
and further behind.”
With the middle class as his
primary target, the president
continued speaking to gatherers
about the economic crisis
currently affecting americans,
ensuring that recovering from the
“immediate crisis” is foremost on
his mind.
Obama stressed the erosion of
the economy is tied to the erosion
of the middle class and would
never completely recover, “until
we restore the basic american
bargain that says if you work hard
in this country you can get ahead.”

President Obama speaks to an enthusiastic crowd at Hillsborough Community College.

He assured his devotees that
americans should all have the
opportunity to, “own a home, send
your kids to college, and retire
with dignity and respect.”
Creating a stronger and
healthier middle class of
americans continued to be the
focus as president Obama
discussed a need to support small
businesses and create a plan for
better education and improved
infrastructure. Obama urged a
need for a tax code to encourage
companies to create jobs here in
the United States and asked the
wealthiest americans to help pay
down the nation’s debt.
president Obama didn’t hold
back when discussing opponent
Governor Mitt romney’s plans to
give tax cuts to the wealthiest
americans, stating romney

intended to roll back regulations
on banks, insurance companies,
and oil companies alike. He
continued to blast romney’s plan
to uphold the current tax cuts for
the wealthy, while relaying to the
booing crowd romney’s intentions of adding another 5 trillion in
tax cuts, including a 25 percent tax
cut for every millionaire in the
country.
“So think about that. to pay
for another $250,000 tax cut for
the average millionaire, they want
you to foot the bill. Let me see a
show of hands. is there anybody
here that can afford to pay
thousands of dollars to give
people like me and Mr. romney
another tax cut?” the president
quipped. “Come on raise your
hand, don’t be shy.”
Obama continued to paint a

picture of what a romney election
in the White House could mean
for america’s middle class. the
president warned romney’s plan
would budget the economy on the
backs of america’s middle class,
and pointed out that cuts in
education, medical research, and
healthcare, among others, would
be on the heels of americans if
romney were elected.
“this republican agenda, it’s
nothing new. it’s nothing more
than the same thing we tried to do
in the last administration, except
on steroids,” the president stated
to a raucous round of applause and
whistles.
Obama cited the tension in
Washington as the reason the

OBAMA

continued on pg. 5
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By HOLLy KeSteNiS
SpeCiaL tO tHe
CHaLLeNGer
St. peterSBUrG - parents,
students, and community members
join together in an effort to save our
neighborhood youth at the fourth
public education Summit.
a small crowd of community
members gathered Saturday at
Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 3500, 18th ave.
S., to discuss resources available to
parents when it comes to raising
respectful and educated children.
p as tor M ar tin rain ey,
president of the parent Support for
education Council (pSfeC),
spoke to a group of special guests
from community churches and
organizations about the importance
of engaged and involved parenting
in the education of children.
“Our purpose is to help our
children become successful in

Apostle Shiela Griffin - KINGDOM BUILDERS,
Pasor Robert Ward - Mt. Moriah MBC, Pastor Martin Rainey, OutReach, Faith Memorial MBC,
Apostle “Bobby Patterson - Impact Ministries, Pastor Keturah Pittman - St. Mark A.M.E.

whatever their endeavor in life is,”
the rev. rainey said.
the parent Support for
education Council attempts to

merge moral and Christian principles with high educational
standards. pSfeC attempts to
increase parent engagement by

assisting parents, “in understand-

EMPOWER

continued on pg. 8
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continued from front page
number four, Kandice williams,
representing south Carolina
chose “our society has forms of
bullying and cyber bullying that
continue to grow.”
each co ntes tant w as
evaluated by a panel of seven
judges on an established set of
public speaking standards.
unfortunately, there could
be only one winner, but as
Brother william smith from

north Carolina said, “no matter
what happens today, you all are
winners.”
And the winner was Kenya
moore of Florida. she received
$1,500 in addition to the $1,000
she had already won to get there.
moore will now advance to
the national contest held in
houston, Texas. The winner of
that contest will receive $7,500
altogether totaling $10,000 in
scholarship money.
This contest is about much
more than accolades and money.

going through the process helps
build confidence and selfesteem.
region Four directress of
education sylvia riley said they
interviewed past contestants one
year and all credited this contest
with helping them develop into a
better people.
some past notable contestants include dr. martin luther
King, Jr., Thurgood marshall,
dorothy height and oprah winfrey.
Congratulations Kenya and
good luck at the regional level!

L-R, Shannen Hinds, Kandice Williams, Darryl Hamilton, Jr. and Kenya Moore.

L-R, PGER George Lightfoot, PGER William Smith, PGDR Fla.
State President Lou Alyce Dean, PGER Fla. State President
William L. Sands, PGER George Bronson.

L-R, PGDR Betty Shaw-James
Local Directress of
Education and PSP Sylvia
Riley regional 4 Directress
of Education.

Operation Attack Provides
Food And Clothing To Families
By Aimee AlexAnder
neighBorhood news
BureAu
s T. P eTers Bu rg —
operation Attack’s motto is
“sharing god’s abundance
with our neighbors” and their
volunteers’ commitment to the
min is tr y is p r o o f o f th at
mission.
enter the double doors of
operation Attack’s location
inside lakeview Presbyterian
Ch u r ch on any Tu es d ay
morning and Peggy Junkin is
there to greet you. surrounded
by racks of gently used
children’s clothing and shelves
stocked with peanut butter,
ramen noodles and canned
vegetables, Junkin has been
volunteering with operation
Attack for about six years now.
she first learned of operation
Attack through the westview
Presbyterian Church she and
her husband william Junkin
attend. Along with several area
churches, Peggy Junkin said
operation Attack was one of
westview’s missions.
“most of us do all kinds of
jobs,” Junkin said. “i meet
people when they come in. i
work with the clothing —
sorting, hanging, and
washing.” Junkin and her
husband also help in the pantry,
purchase food and toiletries,
pick up donations from the
local food bank and free clinic
and distribute supplies to
clients.
operation Attack’s presence
in south st. Petersburg has been
steadfast. in 1967, a pediatrician by the name of edward
Cole saw a need within the
community and began collecting children’s clothing in his
office. According to Junkin,
Cole — a Presbyterian Church
member — reached out to
lakeview Presbyterian with a
donation and the concept for
operation Attack. Junkin said
she believes the name is
derived from a reagan-era
philosophy to “attack poverty.”
Volunteer diane Klamer, of
st. Petersburg, has been a
member of lakeview Church
since she was a child. having
grown up in the area, Klamer
knew about operation Attack

Operation Attack volunteers. Top left: Mary Turner,
Carrie M. Jones, Wilma Hoff, Mary Smith.
Bottom left: Bob Shirer, Peggy Junkin, Diane Klamer.

early on.
The retired Pinellas County
schoolteacher and guidance
counselor devotes several days
a week to operation Attack.
“i like volunteering,” she
said. “it fits in with my work
experience and i am able to
help people access resources in
the community.”
like Junkin, Klamer helps
out with just about everything,
from “providing leadership
within the mission to donations
and small projects.”
since 2005, Klamer said
her experiences with operation
Attack have been extremely
positive and the community
response equally so. she said
several clients return on a
regular basis, some multi-generational. Klamer said the
ministry’s history and longtime
presence in the community
h ave co n tr ibu ted to th e
ministry’s success.
“i think it’s a good location
for those who come in on a
regular basis.”
operation Attack provides
clothing four times a year and a
3-day supply of groceries once
a month to persons in need. A
referral from an agency like the
salvation Army or daystar or a
school or hospital is how
clients get started Junkin
explained.

Junkin has observed the
downward economy affect the
mission. A program helping
people pay their utility bills
ceased in January.
“i think people are hurting
in general,” she said. “This
year, we haven’t gotten as
many donations. And maybe
because of the economy, more
children are wearing their
clothing longer.”
mary smith, a 47-year
resident of st. Petersburg, also
volunteers on a regular basis.
smith, who retired after a 32year career as a Pinellas County
school custodian, first heard of
operation Attack through her
mother-in-law.
Although
currently
a
volunteer, smith said she and
her five children were previous
clients.
“my children grew up with
operation Attack,” smith said.
“i came and got food and
clothing for my family for
years.”
smith said one day she
came for clothes and asked if
the organization needed help.
“They said yes. And i have
been here ever since,”
smith said. “i have a
chance to give back to the
community; to the neighborhood.”

The Pinellas County Urban League 34th Annual
Equal Opportunity Day Gala Dinner
renaissance Vinoy resort hotel, 501 5th Avenue n.e. st. Petersburg
Friday, June 29, at 7:30 p.m.
reception and huge silent auction begins at 6:30p.m
dinner starts at 7:30 p.m. in the Palm Court Ballroom
Keynote Speaker:
Professor James Braxton Peterson,
Lehigh University
Available sponsorship opportunities:
millennium ViP Patron Circle $10,000
Platinum Patron Circle $5,000
gold Patron Circle $3,500
silver Patron Circle $2,500
Bronze Patron Circle $2,000

Professor James Braxton Peterson

Cost for attending the event:
individual Tickets $150.00
Corporate Tables - $1,500

For more information, please call the Pinellas County urban league at (727) 327-3568.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the urban league’s direct service initiatives.
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President’s Volunteer Lifetime
Service Awardees
Acknowledged At Ebony
Awakening Banquet

Retired Military Officers

Reverend (Lt. Col.)
Rickey Houston, USAF
Rickey Houston enlisted in the Air Force in
1979 after one and a half years as a student at
the University of North Alabama. He was sent
to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio,
Texas for basic training, and to Keesler AFB in
Biloxi, Miss. for Information Management
Training.
MacDill AFB in Tampa was Houston’s first
duty assignment. There, he worked as an air
force information manager. Within seven
years, he had earned his college degree and was
commissioned as a second lieutenant with the
job title of Base Support and Contracting
Officer.
Houston was engaged in the Special
Operations Command as a program analyst. In
this position, he had the responsibility of
helping with the budget for all special operations programs, including purchasing planes
and other equipment.
“I wanted to fly,” said Houston, “but I could
not see well enough.”
Houston then went to California to work
with the Space Shuttle Program. At the age of
26, he managed a budget of more than 350
million dollars. Lowry AFB in Denver, Colo.
was his next assignment, and then, Günter AFB
in Montgomery, Ala.
In both assignments, Houston’s position
was that of Systems Contracting Officer. Space
Contracting Officer was his position when he
returned to California, this time at Castle AFB
in Merced.
He was the Contracting Division Chief at
that point. That assignment was followed by a
short stint on Diego Garcia Island in the Indian
Ocean. Then, it was back to Castle AFB.
Langley AFB in Hampton, VA was the next
assignment, working with the headquarters
staff. Houston work at this site earned him the
title of “Best Contracting Staff Officer in the
entire USA.”
Pope AFB in Fayetteville, N.C. as Base
Contracting Officer was Houston’s next
assigned base. It was at this point that he went
to Air Command and Staff College at Maxwell
AFB in Montgomery, Ala.
Wright Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio was
his next assignment. His position was Systems
Contract Officer. One responsibility was overseeing the purchase of reconnaissance airplane.
From this base, Houston was deployed to
Bosnia in support of NATO Theater as a contracting officer. His job was to help rebuild, reestablish, and repair the area and return some
semblance of order after the war there.
Following Bosnia, Houston was assigned to
Wright Patterson AFB before returning to
MacDill in the Special Operations Division.
From MacDill, Lt. Col. Houston retired.
He was awarded the Defense Meritorious
Service Awards three times, and he received the
NATO Service Award for his work in Bosnia.
Houston has three older brothers and two
younger sisters. The Cherokee Vocational High
School graduate went to college in the fall
following graduation. In high school, he was an
All-American basketball player, a member of
the chess club, the National Honor Society, the

future Farmers of America, and the 4-H club.
All science classes were favorites with him.
Still, he did not do as well as expected in the
first years of college. Somehow, he lost his
focus. Instead of being on his classes, his concentration was on the girls and other nonacademic activities.
Houston’s parents understood his predicament, and gently urged him to find a way to pay
his own tuition and take care of himself. His
days as a reckless dependent were over.
Clearly, the Air Force afforded him the opportunity for him to re-focus and get back on track.
Houston is grateful for the opportunities he
has had and thanks his parents for their decision
to stop supporting him while he was just
playing around.
“Everything that happened was a part of the
preparation for doing what God intended to
have me do for Him and His people. I appreciate all of the challenges and opportunities
brought by the military. I was pleased to be able
to serve my country. They all prepared me for
what I am doing today. I love the Lord,” said
Rev. Houston.
Since 2004, Houston has been the pastor of
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church.
It was in 1979, when he first went to
MacDill AFB that Houston met his wife, Helen.
They are the parents of four daughters, two
grandchildren, and are awaiting the birth of
another grandchild.
The Houstons enjoy jet skiing, going on
cruises, playing chess, going out to eat, and
watching movies. The family has enjoyed a
number of trips to the Cayman Islands,
Jamaica, Nassau, and Aruba.
They are planning to go to Alaska and
British Columbia in the near future.

2004 Chevy
Monte Carlo,
Red, 72K mi.,

2004 Nissan
Murano,
Silver, 53K mi.,

2009 Pontiac
Vibe GT,
White, 29K mi.,

2007 Cadillac
STS,
Red, 77K mi.,

2007 Cadillac
STS,
Gold, 81K mi.,

$9,995

$13,995

$14,995

$16,995

$17,995

2005 Toyota
Sienna XLE Limited,
Gold, Loaded,
65K mi.,

2009 VW
Jetta SE, white,
SR,lthr, 42K mi.

2009 Honda
Accord EXL,V-6
auto, Lthr,30K mi.,

2009 Ford
Escape,
Navy Blue, 21K mi.,

$20,995

$21,995

2007 Toyota
FJ Cruiser,
Black, 40K mi.,

2011 VW
GTI,
Gray, 23K mi.,

$24,995

$25,995

2007 Mercedes Benz
CLK 350
Convertible, Blue,
41K mi.,

2009 Infiniti
G37,
Silver, 10K mi.,

FREE Environmental
Package
with Pre-Owned
Purchase $399 Value!

$17,995

$18,995

2006 Cadillac STS,
maroon,V6, SR, Nav,
H/C seats, 37K mi.

2012 VW Beetle
Turbo, Black,SR, 6K
mi.

$21,995

$23,777

2010 VW
Tiguan,
Brown,13K mi.,

2009 Cadillac
CTS,
Silver, 28K mi.,

2009 Nissan
Maxima,
Gray, 13K mi.

$25,995

$25,995

$27,995

DIMMITT
South Location
Call Kerven Dennis
813-727-1626

Paint Seal, Interior Leather
Protection & Carpet

Certified Pre-Owned
Cadillac Advantage:
6-yr./100K MI. Limited
Warranty Coverage • Meets
Mechanical & Appearance
Cert. Standards • All Applicable
Cadillac Owner Privileges

$27,995

CLEARWATER — What
happens when members of a
community get together to
celebrate? Dinner, dancing,
great entertainment? Much
more! Such was June 16,
when 280 guests filled the
auditorium at the Fort
Harrison Hotel.
They rose to their feet in
thunderous applause as recipients of the United States
President’s Volunteer Lifetime
Service Awards came to the
stage to be honored.
The heroes were Rev.
Manuel Sykes, President of
the NAACP St. Petersburg and
pastor of Bethel Community
Baptist Church; Curtis Stokes,
Area Chairman of the United
Negro College Fund; Dr. Dean
Fauber, a private practice
pediatrician who volunteers at
the Willa Carson Health and
Wellness Center and Wade
Clark, President of the Martin
Luther King Jr. Neighborhood
Coalition.
Each was given the
official President’s Volunteer
Service Lifetime Service
Award lapel pin, a personalized certificate of achievement, and a congratulatory
letter from the President of the
United States by Milton
James, President of Ebony
Awakening.
Two posthumous awards
were presented to the families
of Amanda Ambrose and
Stephanie Hamilton, cofounders
of
Ebony
Awakening, who used the
works of author L. Ron
Hubbard to help improve conditions in their communities.
Ebony Awakening exists
to support social betterment
programs
that
alleviate
problems
that
threaten
African-American communities, including drug abuse,
illiteracy, criminality and
moral decline.
Each of these heroes had
contributed over 4,000 hours
to the betterment of their communities.
So while guests at Ebony
Awakening’s Third Annual
Spirit of African Americans

L-R, Rev.Manuel Sykes and Wade Clark

Awards Banquet enjoyed a
scrumptious buffet and entertainment, including the Wade
Clark band and gospel music
performed by Mt. Olive AME
Church, they left hearing the
stories of leaders who were
making the world a better
place.
Guest also left knowing
they had contributed to a
worthy cause. All the proceeds
of the event went to fund the
Willa Carson Health and
Wellness Center, a non-profit
health care facility that
provides free health care to
low-income uninsured/underserved residents of Pinellas
County with a primary focus
of the Greenwood area in
Clearwater.
Community groups in
attendance included staff and
board members of the Willa
Carson Health and Wellness
Center, The Martin Luther
King Neighborhood Coalition,
Mother’s of Civilization, Mt.
Olive AME Church, the
Pinellas County Democratic
Party, and Bayview Heights
Neighborhood Association.
Ben Farrell, co-owner of
Lenny’s
restaurant
and
candidate for Florida House of
Representatives said, “Great
evening. My wife and children
enjoyed it. I definitely want to
do an event here.”
Etta Tucker, President of
Mothers of Civilization said
she “enjoyed everything about
it.”
E.
Littlejohn
was
enthralled by “the diversity of

L-R, Milton James and
Wade Clark

the event,” and Dr. Dean
Farber “liked the common
purpose that was here. It was
all wonderful, the people, the
food, everything.”
Annie Tyrell, Executive
Director of the Willa Carson
Health and Wellness Center
was very appreciative of the
event. “All of the people from
the Center are very, very
happy about what you have
done.”
Pat Harney, Public Affairs
Director of the Church of
Scientology Flag Service
Organization, also member of
Ebony Awakening and master
of ceremonies of the event
said: “I invite members of our
community to keep up the
good work and may we have
many more awardees honored
next year.”

Top Ladies Of Distinction
Honors Roy James
ST. PETESBURG – St.
Petersburg Chapter President
Naomi Nesbitt recognizes Roy
James of Roy James Insurance
and Financial Services for his
generous donation.
James donated to their
youth group, Top Teen’s of
America, scholarship fund with
a matching gift from Prudential
for a total donation of $1000.
Prudential Premier Agent
James specializes in helping
clients meet their needs through
a variety of insurance products
and financial services. He has
served the St. Petersburg
community for well over 25
years.

$33,995

3333 Gandy Blvd., Pinellas Park
South Location • www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Nurse Hopes To Spark
Neighborhood Renewal
ST. PETERSBURG — The
Melrose-Mercy neighborhood
took another step forward this
month as Councilmember Karl
Nurse unveiled his first home
renovation in the neighborhood.
Nurse spent four months
renovating all of the major
items on the 50-year-old home
in clud ing : r o of , electr ic,
plumbing, bathroom, air conditio ning an d heat, w ater,
h eating , appliances , n ew
f lo or s , lands caping and
painting inside and out.
His goal is to help spark a
renewal of the neighborhood
and show that many homes can
be made over into good, safe,
and efficient homes at a much
lower price than the cost of
new houses.
Since Nurse was in the
neighborhood several times a
week, he met enough people to
help restart the neighborhood
association which met at
Melrose Elementary with 30
people in attendance.
The school passed out invi-

tations to the first meeting.
This is part of the effort to
make Melrose Elementary a
true community school.
Realizing that rehabilitating homes in this economy will
not turn a profit, Nurse’s goal is
to s par k a n eig h b or ho od
renewal.
“The real satisfaction was
to see the boards come off the
windows of two other houses
on the block as he neared completion of his house,” said
Nurse.
Several neighbors came to
the open house including the
daughter of the man who built
it. She indicated her approval.
Two sisters who have rented an
apartment for ten years are
looking forward to having a
home with a large yard.
Nurse chose to invest so
much in the home to maximize
the positive impact on the
street while knowing that he
could not sell it for enough to
break even.
“The tenants will be a
pos itive ad d itio n to th e

OBAMA

“I will work with anybody of
any party that believes we are in
this together; who believes that
we rise or fall as one nation and
one people.”
Obama closed out his speech
letting voters know it is up to
them. Citing that in the next few
months his opponent will attempt
to show an old, broken down
president while they, “spend
more money than we have ever
seen in the history of the
Republic. All their monies spent
on ads telling you that the
economy’s bad; it’s all my fault.”
President Obama urged his
supporters to spread the word to
families and friends of his vigor,
his dedication to the American
people, and his intentions to
reestablish a middle class. He

continued from front page
country is in such a stalemate,
stating Washington is torn on
which direction the country
should take.
“This is the defining issue of
our time. We are at a make or
break moment for the middle
class,” the president urged. “The
next president and the next
congress will face the same
decisions on the economy and on
the deficit and on taxes.”
President Obama told the
crowd of adoring fans that they
deserved better and asked them
to vote for anyone, independent
or republican, who shares his
belief of growing an economy
that is good for everyone.

Calendar
Of events
Courtesy of

Sunday, July 1 – Guest speaker 18-year-old Eric Oliver
was attacked by a group of white people a few weeks ago in
Bronson, Fla., and ended up in jail. Come listen to his
harrowing experience at 4 p.m. at the Uhuru House located
at 1245 18th Ave. S.
1936 Melrose Ave. South

community and the rent is
enough to cover the expenses.
I have been fortunate in life and
it is time to invest in my town,”
said Nurse.
Nurse is starting on another
house in the neighborhood next
month and hopes to have the
same kind of impact there. He
is working to organize a
coalition of non-profit groups
to renovate foreclosed homes
in Midtown.
“As I run out of funds for
this project, we need to transi-

tion to additional groups that
will continue the renewal of the
Melrose-Mercy neighborhood,” Nurse finished.
There is a need to develop
a real, full-blown neighborhood renewal plan along with
the money to implement it. In
the meantime, Nurse hopes to
keep making progress, one
house at a time.
F o r mo r e in f or matio n ,
please contact Karl Nurse
at 727-422-3297, or
karl@baytechlabel.com

encouraged the use of Facebook
and Twitter to help get his
message across to voters.
“I know that we’ve been
through some tough times
together, but I promised you
back in 2008 that I would
always tell you what I

thought,” Obama said, “that I
would wake up every single
day thinking about you and
fighting for you. Tampa, I have
kept that promise. I still believe
in you. I need you to still
believe in me. We can finish
what we started.”

Supporters packed the gym to support President Obama.

Sunday, July 8 – District 7 School Board Candidate Forum
will be held at the Uhuru House located at 1245 18th Ave. S.
For more information, call 727 851-3659.
Saturday, July 14 – Come join us for the 19th Annual
Gladiator Alumni Picnic. The event will take place at Dell
Holmes Park, 2741 20th Street S. from 11 – 3p.m. For more
information, please contact either Rhonda Jackson at 727894-6045; Minson Rubin at 727-866-2651; Juanita Watkins
at 727-327-5470, or Albert Grayson at 727-550-6414.
Saturday, July 21 — 2012 Grand Newkirk Family Picnic at
Lake Seminole Park. Located at 10015 Park Blvd. N. under
shelters 3, 4, and 5.
Sunday, July 22 — There will be a benefit service held in
honor of Superintendant Elder A.P. Conage the Pastor of
the Queen Street Church of God in Christ. He’s been very
sick and we want to throw our arms around him and show
him some love. The event will take place at All Nations
church of God By Faith, 3000 4th Ave. S., St Petersburg at
5 p.m. For more information, contact Evangelist Yvonne
Wheeler at 727-623-5249, or waitonchange@yahoo.com.
Ongoing – The Public Housing Site-Based Wait Lists
is OPEN! SPHA is accepting applications for the
PUBLIC HOUSING site-based wait lists for Disston
Place, Romayne Apartments, Gateway Place, Clearview
Park and Sunset Oaks, for persons qualified for 2 bedroom
occupancy ONLY. Applications will be available on this
website and at the following locations on June 12:
Sunset Oaks Management Office, 4888 21st Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 Public Libraries: Main Library,
3745 9th Ave. N, St. Petersburg; Mirror Lake branch,
280 5th St. N., St. Petersburg; and at the James Weldon
Johnson branch, 1059 18th Ave. S, St. Petersburg.
www.stpeteha.org.
Ongoing - BalanceDiet will be offering FOUR FREE
SEMINARS throughout the summer geared towards kids
and teens ages 9-17. The seminars will be held simultaneously at the St. Petersburg and Ft. Myers BalanceDiet
locations, from 2-3 p.m., July 6, July 27, and August 17. St.
Petersburg Location: 1700 66th Street N. Suite 405.

The following jobs are currently available:
Speaking to the crowd before President
Obama took the stage, U.S. Representative
Debbie Wasserman Shultz predicted: “This is no
ordinary election. The choice that voters make
in November will determine what kind of
America our kids are going to grow up in.”

Before introducing President Obama,
Mayor Bob Buckhorn said, “This
president believes we need to invest
in education, energy, innovation,
infrastructure and reform our tax
system to create new jobs.”

President Obama smiles and
waves to the Tampa crowd.

• Director of Quality Enhancement Plan
(QEP)/Academic Success Center
• Executive Administrative Specialist (#9904)
• Maintenance Technician (#18861)
• Administrative Specialist (#9879)
• Waterfront Programs Coordinator (#10403)
• Assistant Director of Development (#16032)

For information regarding the above jobs, please go to

http://employment.usf.edu

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly

or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

RATE
REDUCTION
SPECIAL!

First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________
Phone No:____________________________________________________________
Email Address: _______________________________________________________
New Subscription _______
Date: _____________

(or) Renewal ______

Amount Paid: $________________ Cash ____ Check ____

Comments: __________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office,
2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568

Classified
Ads Work!!
Call
(727)
896-2922

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL – Community Education Partners a
profession full-service school management company, currently has
an ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL opening in Hillsborough County.
Will be resp. for managing the academic progress of students;
maintaining a climate conducive to teaching and learning; ensuring
effective delivery and improvement of instruction; supervising,
mentoring, and developing instructional staff; and ensuring that
the school meets its defined goals.

Email your resume to: Cloty.Davis@als-education.com

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Black
History
“celebrating our History is an Everyday thing”
findagrave.com

Alvin Ailey Jr.
Alvin Ailey Jr. was born
January 5, 1931, in Rogers, Texas.
He was an only child, and his
father, a laborer, left the family
when Alvin Jr. was less than one
year old. At the age of six, Alvin Jr.
moved with his mother to
Navasota, Texas.
In 1942 Ailey and his mother
moved to Los Angeles. Ailey
became interested in athletics and
joined his high school gymnastics
team and played football. An
admirer of dancers Gene Kelly
and Fred Astaire he also took tap
dancing lessons at a neighbor’s
home. His interest in dance grew
when a friend took him to visit the
modern dance school run by
Lester Horton, whose dance
company was the first in America
to admit members of all races.
Unsure of what opportunities
would be available for him as a
dancer; however, Ailey left
Horton’s school after one month.
After graduating from high school
in 1948, Ailey entered the
University of California in Los
Angeles to study languages. When
Horton offered him a scholarship
in 1949 Ailey returned to the
dance school. He left again after
one year, however, this time to
attend San Francisco State
College.
For a time Ailey danced in a
nightclub in San Francisco but he
returned to the Horton school to
finish his training. When Horton
took the company east for a performance in New York City in
1953, Ailey was with him. When
Horton died suddenly, the young
Ailey took charge as the
company’s artistic director. Ailey
choreographed two pieces that
received poor reviews and the
troupe eventually disbanded.

Despite the setback, Ailey’s
career stayed on track. A
Broadway producer invited him
to dance in “House of Flowers”, a
musical based on Truman
Capote’s book. Ailey continued
taking dance classes while performing in the show. He also
studied ballet and acting. From the
mid-1950s through the early
1960s Ailey appeared in many
musical productions on and off
Broadway, among them: “The
Carefree Tree”; “Sing, Man,
Sing”; “Jamaica”; and “Call Me
By My Rightful Name.”
In 1958 Ailey and another
dancer with an interest in choreographing recruited dancers to
perform several concerts at the
92nd Street Young Men’s and
Young
Women’s
Hebrew
Association in New York City, a
place where modern dances and
the works of new choreographers
were seen. Ailey’s first major
piece, “Blues Suite,” was inspired
by blues music. The performance
drew praise. Ailey then scheduled
a second concert to present his
own works, and then a third,
which featured his most famous
piece, “Revelations.”Accompanied
by the elegant jazz music of Duke
Ellington, “Revelations” pulled
the audience into African
American religious life.
In 1959 Ailey established the
Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater, a group of eight black
dancers. One year later, the theater
became the resident dance
company at the Clark Center for
the Performing Arts in New York
City. By the mid-1960s Ailey, who
struggled with his weight, gave up
dancing in favor of choreography.
By 1968 the company had
received funding from private and
public organizations but still had
money problems.
Having employed Asian and
white dancers since the mid1960s, Ailey, who was openly

homosexual, had integrated his
company. In 1969 the company
moved to Brooklyn, as the
resident dance company of the
Brooklyn Academy of Music, an
arts center with three theaters. By
the late 1970s Ailey’s company
was one of America’s most
popular dance troupes. Its
members toured around the world,
with U.S. State Department
backing. They were the first
modern dancers to visit the former
Soviet Union since the 1920s.
During the late 70s, Ailey’s
creativity began to wane. He had
turned to drugs, alcohol and
frequent partying in gay bars
which caused him to suffer from a
breakdown in 1980.. At the time
he had lost a close friend, was
going through a midlife crisis,
and was experiencing money
problems. Still, he continued to
work, and his reputation as a
founding father of modern dance
grew during the decade.
Ailey received many honors
for his choreography, including a
Dance magazine award in 1975;
the Springarn Medal, given to him
by the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) in 1979; and the
Capezio Award that same year. In
1988 he was awarded the
Kennedy Center Honors prize.
Sadly, Ailey suffered from AIDS
which eventually ended his life on
December 1, 1989.

“YOUR S OUTHSIDE LAWYER”
Arrested

Injured

• Drug Charges
• Assault and Battery
• Grand Theft
• Bad Checks
• Traffic Offenses
• Suspended Licenses
• Probation
• All other Criminal Charges

• Auto Accidents
• Motorcycle Accidents
• Bicycle Accidents
• Slip and Fall
• Wrongful Death
• Police Chases
• Police Brutality
• All other Injury Claims

Former Prosecutor
Former Insurance Company Attorney

Get cash for your injury claim.
We will investigate your auto accidents and personal
injury claims for free. You pay no fee unless we win!!!
James E. Flynn Jr.

“Call Your Southside Lawyer today”

727-490-6327
www.flynnlawoffices.com

LET’S TALK LAW
By JAcqLyn F. BryAnT, ESq.
SpEciAL To ThE chALLEngEr

Stand Your Ground
In the aftermath of George Zimmerman’s
bond being revoked, and his wife being arrested
on perjury charges; I thought it would be a good
time to address a Weekly Challenger reader’s
request to explain Florida’s Stand Your Ground
Laws: What it is, and how it affects Floridians.
Most of us have heard about the Stand Your
Ground many times since the tragic killing of
Trayvon Martin. But one thing we all have not
digested is what the statute really says.
The statute falls under the chapter,
“Justifiable Use of Force,” 776.012: Use of
force in defense of person. “A person is
justified in using force, except deadly force,
against another when and to the extent that the
person reasonably believes that such conduct is
necessary to defend himself or herself or
another against the other’s imminent use of
unlawful force. However, a person is justified
in the use of deadly force and does not have a
duty to retreat if:
(1) He or she reasonably believes that
such force is necessary to prevent imminent
death or great bodily harm to himself or herself
or another or to prevent the imminent commission of a forcible felony; or
(2) Under those circumstances permitted
pursuant to s. 776.013.
To paraphrase, section 776.013 goes on to
allow the use of force (including deadly force)

if someone tries to force their entry into your
residence, or vehicle, etc.
Unlike some media outlets have portrayed,
this law does not allow a person to use deadly
force simply because he/she believes someone
might cause harm to them. The law requires the
belief to be REASONABLE and the belief has
to be that death or serious injury could be a
result of the other person’s actions. If a person
does not use deadly force toward you, it is
unlikely that it would be reasonable to use
deadly force against them.
It is also important to know, for your own
benefit, and especially important in Trayvon
Martin’s case, Florida law does NOT allow the
use of its self defense laws when you are the
person who initially provokes the use of force
against yourself, or if the other person backs
down and indicates clearly that he/she wishes to
withdraw from the altercation, you cannot
continue to violently pursue that person with
force under the self defense laws.
As always, it is important to contact a
qualified attorney if you have questions concerning your legal rights as it relates to self
defense and the use of deadly force.
If you would like to know more about this
topic; have questions; or just want to say hello;
please email me at Jacqlyn.Esq@gmail.com. I
would love to hear from you!

‘Ask Your Southside Lawyer’

Every week The Weekly
Challenger will select your
questions and have James Flynn,
“Our Southside Lawyer” give the
answer.
This week’s question comes
from Jill Harrison.
QuestioN: In car leasing

agreement: If the lessor has been
made ‘WHOLE’ for any damages
through the lessee’s insurance
company, can they still seek to keep
the security deposit upon end of
lease & return of the vehicle with
no additional damages?
ANswer: I would really
have to see the whole agreement in
order to answer that question. Car
lease agreements can be filled with
provisions that protect the car dealership and usually consumers don’t
take the time to fully read the
contract in its entirety.
It sounds like there was a
car accident and the insurance
proceeds for property damage went
to the car lot in order to cover the

damage to their property. The
deposit and its return will be
governed by the terms of the lease
agreement.
Take Care.
Please submit questions to theflynnlawfirm@gmail.com or call
727 490 6327.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Historical Black
Neighborhoods In St. Pete
S T. P ETERS BU RG –
Historians credit John and Anna
Donaldson and their family as
being the first people of color to
populate the Pinellas peninsula,
but the men of the Orange Belt
were the first African Americans
to arrive in numbers.
They worked and lived
together, sleeping along the rail
bed in makeshift shelters or on
the ground. When they finished
the job, some decided to stay at
the end of the new line.
They began settling in an
area called Pepper Town, near
what would become 4th Ave. S.,
and just east of what would
become 9th Street (later named
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Street).
Pepper Town thrived well
into the 1950s and its remnants
survived into the 1960s. The
neighborhood’s name was not, as
many in the white community
assumed, derived from the color
of table pepper.
Instead, said James King
who grew up in Pepper Town to
become one of the city’s first
A f r ican- A mer ican police
officers, residents named it
because most of them grew
peppers of all kinds in their yards,
gardens, pot and tubs.
Pepper Town became the
first of several black enclaves
established first because of convenience and later maintained
because of Jim Crow customs
and city government strictures
that drew boundaries around
African-American neighborhoods.
In 1894, Methodist Town
began to grow in a corner of what
were then the western reaches of
downtown St. Petersburg. It
sprouted around — and was
named for — Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Even tually, it b ecame
anomalous as a black neighborhood on the city’s north side,
which as generally off-limits for
black people unless they
happened to be working there.
A h andf ul of A f r ican
Americans lived in another north
side area until the 1950s. The
neighborhood was not named as

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Jewel Rich Lavine
Devoted to Family, Friends, Church and Work

Tenement houses along
tracks near 3nd Ave. S. in
the Gas Plant area.
Photo courtesy of Norman Jones II

it began as a relatively remote
country community that rose
around a church during the
1920s.
It was also near Goose Pond,
a fertile, wetland farming area
eventually paved over to accommodate businesses, including the
major shopping center Central
Plaza.
Seventh Avenue North and
Thirty-Seventh Street became the
defining intersection for that tiny
community, which generally
escaped much notice from either
the black or the white communities, probably because for years it
was in largely undeveloped countryside.
Along First Avenue South,
originally called Railroad Avenue
because the tracks ran down the
street, a community of laborers,
railroad workers and domestic
workers began to rise.
Then came fisherman, carpenters, grocers, dairymen,
sailors, preachers, teachers,
painters and people in many
other turn-of-the-last-century
occupations.
The neighborhood’s population ballooned. Known as
Cooper’s Quarters in its early
days, it later became known as
the Gas Plant, named for two
huge cylinders that held the city’s
natural gas supply.
It developed its own business
district along Second Avenue
South, and was home to Davis
Academy and early school for
African-American children.
Churches bloomed and even
a movie theater opened all
predating Mercy Hospital, which
opened in 1923. Mercy Hospital
was the first medical treatment

Pepper Town resident Betty
Fuller was considered one of
the finest dancers ever to
grace the Manhattan
Casino’s ballroom.
Photo courtesy of Betty Fuller

facility for black people.
As in other communities, the
Gas Plant area had neighborhoods within or close to it: Little
Egypt, Sugar Hill and Lincoln
Court, for example. Likewise
Methodist Town had Jackson
Street, Burlington Avenue and
Bolita Alley.
Strict segregation hemmed
African Americans into these and
other neighborhoods until the
1950s, when black leaders such
as Dr. Robert Swain began
building beyond white-defined
racial boundaries.
Swain fought the city for
months to win building permits,
finally succeeding after threatening to sue the city for violation of
his civil rights.
Excerpt from “African
American
Neighborhoods”
written by Rosalie Peck and Jon

PICK OF THE WEEK!
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Community Spotlight

NEW DJ LINE-UP • JUNE 2012

7 AM - 12 NOON Maurice in the Morning
12 NOON - 2 PM & Weekends Sister Dianne Hughes
3 PM - 7 PM Brother Michael Walker
7 PM - 11 PM Coco Brother / 11 PM - 7 AM Joe Simian

Jewel Rich Lavine is always somewhat
reserved when she is found working in a large
group of people. Many times, she is thought to
be very shy since she often continues working
without looking around or talking when she is
completing an assigned task at work or a meal
for her family.
“I am not shy, but I like to stay in the background, putting on the finishing touches,”
Lavine said.
Be assured that any successful venture in
which Lavine is involved will receive the
utmost in care. Lavine gives her mother the
credit for getting her started in the kitchen as
an organized, yet creative, cook.
She is the youngest of six siblings born to
Mrs. Lucinda Rich and the late Mr. Nathaniel
Rich. The family moved to St. Petersburg from
Palatka when Lavine was a toddler.
As little girls, either Lavine or one of her
sisters was always helping their mother
prepare the meals. Therefore, her job as top
food taster eventually evolved into that of
being one of the best cooks in the family.
At work, Lavine is seen as dependable,
courteous, capable, and extremely cooperative. There are only positive descriptions of
her character and work habits.
Also, it is evident upon meeting her for the
first time that she is proud of her work in a
local hospital’s food center, and she enjoys
seeing the delightful faces of those who are
served meals that she has helped to prepare.
A former Dixie Hollins High School
student, Lavine was a cheerleader and played
soft ball within the community. In fact, she
still likes to play softball.
At Dixie Hollins, she had the opportunity
to study culinary arts in the school’s vocational program and she studied cosmetology at
Wilfred’s Academy of Beauty.
She never even thought, at that time, that
either of these vocations would determine her
life’s work. With the cosmetology class’
emphasis on beauty of the skin and hair, one

would think that a successful beauty salon
would be a part of her life.
According to Lavine, however, “I just
wanted to learn how to do hair. I received certification from the program and was issued my
state license, but I just did not continue to be
interested. Most of my cosmetology work has
been on the hair of family members and
friends. In no time, taking care of hair became
a hobby, not a profession. Cooking and
baking, on the other hand, still bring a lot of
joy.”
Lavine is very close to her mother and all
of siblings. The family gathers at the home of
Mrs. Rich “Big Mama” nearly every Sunday
… four generations.
“Just recently,” related Lavine, “we celebrated my mother’s birthday. With our family,
Mother’s sisters and their children, our friends
and their children, and all of the grandchildren
from all sides, we had to celebrate in a
community center. It was such a wonderful
celebration for her.”
Some of Lavine’s hobbies are shared by
her mother. They find something to do
together every Friday.
“We may go garage shopping or browse
around in thrift stores. The important thing is
just being together. Many of our garage finds
have been used to decorate or re-decorate an
area or room in one of our homes. We redecorate quite frequently with our various new
conversation pieces,” she said.
Also noted by Lavine is the time they
spend traveling. The sisters and their mother
often get together and take a road trip to visit
one of Mrs. Rich’s sisters or other extended
family. They all love to travel.
Occasionally, Lavine and her friends plan
time to have dinner together or go to a movie.
They also enjoy jazz and gospel concerts
Lavine is the mother of two daughters and
a son. She is the grandmother of three. Word
of Life Fellowship Church is where she
worships and serves as an usher.
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Discussion Panel

Alumni Association
Celebrates 55th Anniversary

Pastor Keturah Pittman

Wengay Newton

Todd Smith

Trenia Cox

Ruthie Maynard-Jones

Michael Vigue

Celebrating the 55th Anniversary of the founding of Gibbs Junior College.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Gibbs Junior College (GJC)
Alumni Association celebrated
its 55th Anniversary May 2527. This year’s theme was
“Standing Strong and Looking
to the Future.”
The kick-off event began
Friday with registration and a
welcome reception at the
downtown
Hilton
St.
Petersburg Bayfront Hotel.
Saturday morning guests
assembled at the prestigious
Innisbrook Resort and Golf
Club for the golf tournament
and luncheon.
The day climaxed with
guests dressed in an array of
semi-formal attire for the
banquet and dance.
Retired Four-Star United
States Air Force General Lloyd
Newton welcomed guests as
the banquet’s master of ceremonies. He served his country
with over 34 years of service
ending his military career as a
Commander of Air Force
Education
and
Training
Command in 2000.
Newton proudly introduced
retired United States Air Force
Major General Titus C. Hall as the
keynote speaker. After 30 years of
service, Hall retired as commander
o f t h e L o w r y Te c h n i c a l

Training Center at Lowry AFB in
1982.
One of the banquet’s highlights was the special recognition given to GJC 2011 Hall of
Fame Inductees and Sports
Hall of Members. Nick Harris
honored the following GJC
2011 Hall of Fame Inductees:
Raymond Deloach
Harold Williams
Walter Smith
Al Thornton
Willie Booker*
Sherman Hammond
Freddy Hires
L.C. Hollin
Hilliard Jenkins
Billy Moore
James Reddick
Benjamin Spann*
Leroy Canaday*
Luther Curry
Wilford Farnum
Byron James Jones
Eddie Whitfield
Robert “Pete” Williams
Raymond Adams
Curtis Bankston
Waymon Benton
Jerry Swan Harris
John Mayes
Bill McCloud
Glen Rutledge*
Nathaniel Styles
Herman White
Johnny Whitted

Jasper Hunter Dixon
Rufus Lewis
Joe Myrick
Wesley Reed
Minson Rubin
Council Clarkson
Edward L. Leggett
Vincent Paul
Jimmy Williams
Ruby Bradley
Lenny Hall
Jimmy Smith
George Washington
The following individuals
were presented GJC 2011
Sports Hall of Fame Rings also
honored by Nick Harris:
Gilbert Arenas
Jorge Chico Arenas
Norris Collins
Leroy Gandy
Thomas Harrell
Edwin Harris
Leonard Jackson
Robert “Pro” Minton
Jerome Pittman *
Davis Smith
Bobby Thompson
* Deceased
After attending worship
service on Sunday at Mt. Zion
Progressive Baptist Church,
the event culminated with a
reunion picnic at the Sanderlin
Family Service Center.
A good time was had by
all.

EMPOWER

continued from front page

President Bill McCloud

Willie Foster

Hon. Ken Welch

Annie Ray

L-R, Col. George Brown, Keynote Speaker Major General Titus
C. Hall and M.C. Gen. Lloyd Fig Newton

Al Thornton and wife, Mattie

Below, Presentation of
Scholarship Recipients

ing how to navigate the school
system and education in general as
it applies to their children.”
The PSFEC meets the third
Thursday each month and provides
church communication network
training, portal training, scholarship information, and parent
empowerment training prior to
parent/teacher conferences.
The program also coordinates
wrap around services for the
community such as computer
classes, job fairs, and parenting and
life skills.
“We welcome parents who
have an interest and want to know
more,” the Rev. Rainey said.
Pastor Kuturah Pittman, a
former guidance counselor for St.
Pete High, discussed the need for
increasing parental engagement
with children before and after
school. She encouraged guests to,
“always find the time to be in the
teaching mode.
“You as the parent are the first
teacher that your children will
have,” Pastor Pittman said. “Don’t
let anyone minimize your role as
your child’s forever teacher.”
Pastor Pittman doesn’t just
mean academics taught in school
either. She encourages parents to
first be active in the church and to
teach their children the commandments so they may be
prepared when faced with
adversity.
Pittman also acknowledged a
need for parents to embrace
the responsibility of informing
children of their ancestral roots.

“We’ve got a rich history as a
people and we don’t ever what to
forget from which we come
because if we can remember where
we come from, then something
tells us were not gonna go back.”
The need for Pre-K services,
starting from birth through age
five, was also discussed at the
summit with emphasis being
placed on parents learning how to
develop a love for learning in their
child at an early age.
“If we have parents starting
with their children at Pre-K and
then follow them all the way
through to at least the fifth grade,“
the Rev. Rainey said, “We will find
that the graduation rate will go up
and that discipline will significantly decline.”
Trenia Cox, Planning Manager
of the Juvenile Welfare Board,
discussed her idea of the three
levels of parental engagement in
education.
Cox urges parents to stop the
cycle of “pointing fingers” at local
educators and stresses the need for
parents to take charge of their
family and enforce a setting that
will allow children to prosper as
students and build respectful
young adults.
“Parents, you are the CEO of
your family,” Cox said. “You are
in charge of equipping your child
with the necessary skills: social
skills, marketable skills, and moral
development that allows them to
be successful in society.”
According to Cox there are
three levels of parental engagement: basic, moderate, and ideal.
A parent’s first step should be deciphering which level currently fits

their family and striving to achieve
a higher level in their child’s
academic career.
“The best predictor of success
is education. If we ever want to
stop this pipeline to prison, you
have to make certain that your
child is getting the education,” Cox
said.
Becoming involved in the
parent/teacher association (PTA)
and being visible at school events
and conferences are a few ways
Cox suggests breaking the vicious
cycle affecting so many African
Americans today.
“They need to know you and
not just when there’s a problem
involved,” Cox explained. “It’s
important that you as a parent be
totally involved in what’s going on:
In the teaching, in the learning, in
the observation.”
Cox is aware of the factors that
affect parenting and hopes the
community will embrace the
parental programs the county has
to offer. She insists taking those
first simple steps will make the difference and guide every parent on
the right track.
“Be proactive and check out
their assignments,” Cox urges. She
explains the ideal parent is,
“engaged not only in their home,
but in the school, and in the
community.”
Pastor Rainey also supports
the need for parents to step up and
take charge.
“The key to us breaking this
cycle is getting the parents in there.
You can talk all you want,
however, someone has to pick up
the gauntlet and do it.”
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Jeff Mack Gets Better With Time
By PhilliP haywood
sPecial to the
challenger
st. PetersBUrg — For
some sprinters, life in the fast lane
only lasts for about 10 to 12 years.
that is not the case for 40-year-old
Jeff Mack, who was a star sprinter
at dunedin high school in 1991.
during his high school career,
Mack was a state performer in a
multitude of events but his specialities were the 100 meters, 4x100
meter relay and the long jump.
Mack finished his career fourth in
state as a long jumper.
Mack had the ability to gain a
scholarship, but as a teenager he
had to financially assist his mother.
she knew the importance of an
education and left the option up to
him whether to pursue college or
stay home. he chose to stay and
help his mother.
his passion for track continued
even though he never ran on a collegiate level. later Mack did receive
his degree in electronic engineering
from itt technical institute.

Mack searched for a coach and
finally found elliot smith in 1995.
smith guided Mack helping him
hone his skills on the oval surface.
Mack said the one thing that
smith introduced to him was how to
run unattached. running unattached is equivalent to being a free
agent in the nFl.
Being in that situation, runners
aren’t tied to any track club or
school. Mack began to compete in
collegiate meets around the state at
the age of 25.
when Mack was 33 years old,
he ran a 10.38. at 40, Mack has
posted his personal best in the 100
meters at 10.56.
“the older you get in this field,
there is less competition,” Mack
said.
it is amazing that Mack can post
consistent times in the 100 meters.
he trains five days a week and still
runs competitively.
next week, Mack will compete
in a Masters event in eugene, ore.
running the 200 meters. in this particular meet they are accepting
runners who have posted times of at

Jeff Mack will compete at the 2012 Olympic Trials at age 40.

least 23.0 seconds and below.
Mack has a qualifying time of
22.85.
“Just because you get older, you
do not have to stop doing the things
that you love,” Mack said.
track has been Mack’s passion
for most of his life and he still
maintains that drive and determina-

tion to compete on any level.
god has given him a talent and
he is “running for Jesus,” he said.
drive Phaze track club has
been very instrumental in Mack’s
development this season. he also
has the support of his family and
largo high school where he trains.
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Lewis Murphy’s
5th Annual
Football Camp
By PhilliP haywood
sPecial to the
challenger
st. PetersBUrg - it is no
secret that youth league football
is a big deal in st. Petersburg.
this city has produced its fair
share of professional football
players such as glen edwards,
Melvin rodgers, nate Johnson,
ernest givins, darren howard
and the list goes on.
But, there’s never been an
nFl player from this city that
has been so dedicated to transforming the lives of our youth
until lewis Murphy, Jr., entered
the picture.
Murphy is a lakewood high
school and University of Florida
graduate and current oakland
raider.
Being the son of a preacher
is tough because the expectations
are quite high, but Murphy has
had little problems with that.
Before he graduated from
UF, he lost his mother, whom he
adored. after her death he started
to look at life from a totally
different perspective.
during his senior year he
held his first football camp at
the yMca here in st. Pete.
Murphy’s camp started to grow
by leaps and bounds. over the
years his camps have served over
1, 500 kids from south st. Pete
and beyond.
Murphy has always had
great vision on the field, but off
the field he saw a void that
needed to be filled.
each year Murphy invites
former or current nFl players to
render top notch instruction to
our youths. not only do they
receive tips on becoming better
football players, but life lessons
are also taught.
For instance, former oakland
raider and lakewood high
school graduated cornell green
said, “choices are important and
the youth of today need to hone in
on how to make good choices.

Kids need to learn from the
critical choices that they make.”
nFl agent Jason rosenhaus
said, “two things that the young
athlete must do today is work
hard and work smart. guys in the
nFl work hard to make it in the
league.”
the other players that spoke
all shared the same sentiments
when it came down to telling the
campers about making good
sound decisions.
Murphy himself talked about
how he has been blessed by god
to have the support from the
community on and off the field.
the camp was broken down
by positions, and at the end of
the camp they competed in
seven on seven drills.
the offense and defense was
led by the Patriots’ gerard
warren and cornell green,
formerly of the raiders, respectively. the defensive backs and
receivers were led by Murphy
and rod williams, darius
heyward-Bey from the raiders.
other nFl players included
Myron lewis and e.J. Biggers
from the Bucs, Jerrell young
from the Jaguars and Jaquez
Jenkins from UsF.
at the end of the day, lidell
golden of lakewood high was
named the defensive MVP of the
camp, and taron williams of
Pinellas Park was named the
offensive MVP. each were given
four game tickets to a tampa
Bay storm game.
Pastor lewis Murphy, sr.,
was there to give encouragement. “the objective of the camp
was to inspire young men and to
give them insight. these young
men need to know about the
importance of staying in school
as well,” he said.
Murphy has matured on and
off the field and he’s always
willing to give back to his
community that has graciously
supported him. he has been
truly blessed to be a fine human
being and a pro football player.

Lidell Golden, Defensive MVP

Lewis Murphy, Jr.

L-R, Darius Heyward-Bey, Myron Lewis, EJ Biggers,
Lewis Murphy Jr., and Gerard Warren
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services..........................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School.................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .....................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ..................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ............................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ..........................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ......................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

by The Word of Faith church Inc.

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Service Times and Schedules

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

REv. DR. WAyNE G. ThomPSoN,
PASToR

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

EvEry TuEsday-Thursday FrOM 10 aM - 2 PM
cOME and gET a bag OF FOOd OncE a MOnTh

a.m.
a.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00

Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

BETHEl METROpOlITan BapTIsT CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Promote Your ChurCh!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Call for advertising rates today!
727-896-2922
Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor
Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Church School .........................................Sunday 9:00 AM

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service ....................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bible Study.......................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GEnESiS
WoRSHiP
CEntER
CHuRCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

sunday school...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday night Bible study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald l. Bell
pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday .........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

727-258-4993

www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study .......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service..............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

United for Christ

10th street Church Of God

Friendship

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
home: 896-8006
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor
“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”
“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Bro. robert Smith

Sunday morning Worship..................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday morning Bible Class..............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday morning Second Worship...................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class monday ................................7:00 p.m.
monday evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday morning Bible Class .....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday evening Bible Class ..............................7:00 p.m.

Advertise! Advertise! Advertise
Back-To-School Editions Aug. 2 & Aug. 9

sERvICEs
sunday

sunday school – 10:30 a.m.
a. M. service – 11:30 a.m.
YpWW (1st & 3rd sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
p.M. service (1st & 3rd sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
p. M. service (2nd & 4th sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

prayer service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

Contact Lyn Johnson
(727) 709-2335
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock

of

Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS iS LOCATEd AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
Mark your calendar for the
following dates:
Wednesday, July 11, 2012,
at 7 p.m. Wednesday Night
L.I.V.E Service. Please invite
your family and friends.

July 23–27, at 7 p.m.
Friendship’s Annual Vacation
Bible School. Those interested
in volunteering and attending,
please contact the Church
Office at 727-906-8300. Sister
S h ar on Wils o n , Ch r is tian
Education Director.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Sunday

School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as
we study in the Book of
MARK, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st Street South, Saint
Petersburg, Florida 33712.
Our telephone number: 727906-8300. Don’t forget to visit
our website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach
the lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion
family extend an open invitation to join us not only in
Sunday worship, but also
throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Join us each Sunday in the
month of July for our Summer
Series “Journey to Salvation,”
presented by the Associate
Pastors of Mt. Zion.
July 4 – There will be no
bible study this Wednesday in
observance of Independence
Day. We will resume studies
July 10.
June 30 – Recruitment Day
for Mt. Zion Marching Band.
We are seeking youth interested in joining the band. No
experience necessary! Learn
how to play drums, horn
instruments,
and
dance
routines. Please join us 10-3
p.m. at the Mt Zion Band
House located at 1022 20th
Street S. Refreshments will be

provided.
July 14 – Do you have a
Living Will, DNRO, or Health
Care Surrogate? The Home
Going Ministry has partnered
with St. Anthony’s Hospital
Pastoral Care and The Faith
Community Nurses to provide
information on these topics.
Join us from 9–11 a.m. on the
second floor. Please contact
Linda Gidron at 727-518-5625
for more information.
August 21 – Save-the-Date.
True Couponing Seminar a
Faith-Based Ministry teaching
others how to save money
through the use of coupons!
For more information visit
www.truecouponing.com.
Young Adults – Are you 18
– 35 years of age? A college
student home for the summer?
Then come join the Young
Adult Ministry every Tuesday,
from 7 – 8 pm in the Youth
Education Bldg.
Tuesday evenings from 6 –
7:15 p.m., on the 2nd floor, our
Health & Wellness Ministry
presents “Faithful Fitness.”
Join us for tips to making
healthy choice, increase your

activity level, and cooking
demonstrations.
NOW – August 16 – FREE
Summer Voluntary Pre-K
Program. Is your child going
to be 4 years old before
September 1? They may be
eligible. For more information, contact Mt. Zion
Children’s Center at 727-8941612. Space is limited.
New Members – If you
joined Mt. Zion, and have not
completed your Christian
Basics, classes are held every
Monday at 6:30 p.m.Let’s Get
Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
955 20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.

We are committed to a
Ch ris t-center ed , P eo p lecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching
minis try ; w ith p rio r ities
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
G row th. We celeb r ate in
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate

God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon
their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a
Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope,
help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after
the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Calendar for June

Jun 29 - Church Monthly
Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Calendar for July
July 4 - Independence DayChurch Office Closed
July 17 - 20 - State Congress
and Youth Convention
July 25 - 28 - Congress No. 2
held at St. Mark
July 30 - Aug. 3 - Vacation
Bible School: “Fishin’ on a
Mission with Jesus”
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are
invited to come out and study
the Bible with us and learn

“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
and
Thursdays
Tuesdays
(During the School Year)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study
every
Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.

P r o m o t e
Y o u r
C h u r C h !
Call for advertising rates today!
727-896-2922
Pastor’s Corner

Is Time A Friend Or An Enemy?
BY REV. JAMES L. SNYDER
My wife and I were locked in a hopeless
Mexican standoff. She was effectively arguing her
side of the issue and I was, well, let’s say I was not
agreeing. I will not say who won, just that it
wasn’t me.
She then looked at me and put both hands on
her hips and said, “Time will tell that I’m right.”
I cannot wait. The problem is that time is
never on my side. I simply do not know what it is
about time, but it never does me any favors.
Always, and I mean always, time proves my wife
was right. I hate it.
I thought it was supposed to be “Father Time”
we are dealing with. If it is, he certainly does not
have the male side of the issue in good grips. Why
does time always prove my wife right?
The past week I have been thinking about this
aspect of life — time. It seems that for the most
part, we have put a lot of pressure upon time. For
example, my wife keeps reminding me that time
heals all wounds. If it were not for time I would
have no wounds, I retorted.
Often I look at my watch to determine if I
have enough time to do a certain project. Time has
become an austere taskmaster, refusing to give up
one second.
At the very center of my life and everybody
else’s as well, is the infamous clock representing
time. And what a harsh, demanding element this
invention has become.

Father Time tricked somebody into inventing
a device that keeps time. Or, so Father Time
convinced the unsuspecting inventor.
The joke is on us who wear watches. No
watch I have ever owned has ever kept time. All it
does is show me that time is passing and I am late
for an appointment.
For many years now, time has not been on my
side and neither has it been involved in the healing
of any of my many wounds. It just keeps on
ticking while giving me a licking.
I am older, but certainly, I am not any wiser.
And I blame Father Time. He has not given me
enough time to learn everything that I need to
know. Everyday it seems I am always running out
of time.
Time marches on and I need to make the best
of it as best I can.
The apostle Paul understood the urgency of
this matter we call time. He writes in his epistle,
“For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted,
and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee:
behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2 KJV).
The only time we really have is now. I never
have a “now” to do over so I need to make time
my friend and not my enemy.
The Rev. James L. Snyder is pastor of the
Family of God Fellowship. He and his wife,
Martha, live in Ocala. Check out his website at
www.whatafellowship.com.
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